
Year 5 individuals and societies                Unit: Conflict in the 20th century
IB Middle Years Programme    To what extent can leaders of the future learn from events of the past?

  Semester One Exam

Part 1: Historical Source Assessment (1 hour)

Directions: Look at the sources in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions about them:

1. What is the message portrayed in Source B? (criterion A)
2. According to Sources A and D, what was the nature of the relationship between the Soviet Union 

and Germany prior to World War II? (criterion A)
3. Considering their origin and purpose, assess the values and limitations of Source C and Source E 

for students studying the policy of appeasement as a cause of World War II. (criteria A and D)

Reminder: What questions do you ask when you read historical sources?

* Extracted from the Library of Congress and the National Digital Library Program. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/psources/stufile.html

1. Who created the source and why? Was it created spontaneously? Was it part of someone’s typical 
routine work? Or was it created using a thoughtful, well-planned process?

2. Did the creator have firsthand knowledge of the event? Or did the creator report what others saw 
and heard?

3. Was the creator neutral? Or did the creator have opinions or interests that maybe influenced what 
he/she recorded?

4. Did the creator produce the source for personal use, for a small audience of specific people, or for 
a large public audience?

5. Was the source meant to be public or private?

6. Did the creator want to inform or persuade people? 

7. Did the creator have reasons to be honest or dishonest?

8. Was the information recorded during the event or immediately after the event? Or was there a lot 
of time between when the event happened and when the source was created?
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Source Booklet

Source A

“Britain and France have rejected the policy of collective security and have taken up a policy of non-
intervention and neutrality. The policy of non-aggression is way of encouraging aggression. Britain 
and France are encouraging the Germans to march east. They are saying to Germany ‘Just start war on 
the Bolsheviks and everything will be alight.’”

 - from a speech made by Stalin on March 10, 1939

Source B

From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:League_of_Nations_cartoon_from_Punch_-_Project_Guten-
berg_eText_16619.png

Source C

“The British government, not Hitler, took the lead in dismembering Czechoslovakia. The British gov-
ernment in 1939 gave Hitler to believe that they were more concerned to impose concessions on the 
Poles than to resist Hitler.”

- British historian A.J.P. Taylor from his book The Origins of the Second World War published 
in 1961
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Source D

From http://www.cartoons.ac.uk/record/LSE2692

Source E

“Our enemies have men who are below average. No personalities. No masters. No men of action. Our 
enemies are little worms. I saw them at Munich. They will be too cowardly to attack. They won’t go 
beyond a blockade. My only concern is that Chamberlain or some other such pig of a fellow will come 
at the last moment with proposals.”

- Hitler in August 1939, one week prior to his invasion of Poland 
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Part 2: Essay (1 hour)

Directions: Follow these steps to complete a fully detailed and concise 5-paragraph essay:

1. Choose 1 of these topics to write about:
a. Compare and contrast the causes of World War I and the causes of World War II.
b. Explain how and why the consequences of World War I led to the causes of World War II.
c. Explain how the leaders of Germany helped cause both World War I and World War II.

2. Complete the Thesis and Evidence Organizer
	Put your main point in the top box.
	Put 3 supporting points in 3 middle boxes.
	Put your conclusion in the bottom box.

3. Write a 5 paragraph essay for an audience that has not studied WWI or WWII and answer one of 
the following topics:

Remember to spend 5 minutes planning your essay before you begin writing.

Your work is being assessed using criteria A (knowing and understanding), C (communications) and D 
(thinking critically).

MYP individuals and societies teacher support material 4

Example 5: Teacher task


