
 

 

MYP moderation, certification and 
eAssessment 

  

As you prepare for programme changes resulting from the development of MYP: Next chapter, it is important 

to understand the consequences for IB-validated assessment, resulting from the new subject group flexibility 

option for students in the Middle Years Programme Years 4 and 5. 

In September 2013, a new subject group flexibility option begins for students in MYP Years 4 and 5—a 

change announced in the October 2012 MYP: Next chapter development report. The subject group flexibility 

option allows students to decide, under certain conditions, which MYP courses to follow in the final two years 

of the programme. (A full description of the MYP subject group flexibility option follows this message.) 

MYP moderation, certification and eAssessment 

June/December 2014 moderation sessions--Candidates registered for the MYP certificate must continue to 

meet the minimum levels of achievement for all eight subject groups (and the personal project). Schools can 

offer students the opportunity to exercise subject group flexibility, but students who register for fewer than 

eight subject groups will not be eligible for the MYP certificate. (Students who register for fewer than eight 

subject groups remain eligible for the MYP record of achievement.) The MYP Coordinator’s handbook 2013-

14 describes the current curriculum flexibility option as well as procedures and requirements for moderation 

that lead to MYP grades validated by the IB. From September 2014, the MYP’s current curriculum flexibility 

option will no longer be available as schools will be implementing subject group flexibility. 

June/December 2015 moderation sessions-- As we transition to the 2016 eAssessment model, students will 

need to register for only six subject groups to be eligible for the IB MYP certificate. Registered students must 

meet the conditions required for subject group flexibility. For students entered in more than six requisite 

subject groups—and/or multiple subjects within a subject group—all  subject results will appear on the MYP 

record of achievement. The best subject grade, automatically detected within IBIS from each subject group, 

will count toward certification. In the case of students who register for more than one subject group from Arts, 

Physical and health education, and Design, the highest grade from within each subject group will 

automatically be selected as the sixth grade for certification alongside the other five required subject groups. 

In the moderation sessions for June/December 2015, the total points needed to obtain the certificate will 

change to a minimum of 28 points. (As now, the total is based on an average grade of 4. Candidates must 

have a grade of at least 2 in each of the relevant subject groups, and a personal project grade of 3 or 

higher.) A full description of the moderation process, IB certification documents and the conditions necessary 

to qualify for the MYP certificate will be available in the MYP Coordinator Handbook and Handbook of 

procedures for the Middle Years Programme (2014-15). 

June/December 2015 eAssessment --The option for achieving an MYP certificate through moderation of 

assessment will remain available until June/December 2015. Although innovative MYP onscreen exams will 

be available in selected subjects in June and December 2015, the initial 2015 eAssessments will not 



         

contribute to an award of the MYP certificate. A full complement of MYP eAssessments (leading to award of 

the new IB MYP Certificate and IB MYP Results) are to be available from June 2016. 

Please contact your MYP School Services Manager if you have questions or need clarification of any of the 

above information. 

Subject group flexibility (available from September 2013) 

MYP years 1-3 

In years 1-3 of the MYP, students must be engaged in the study of at least one subject or discipline from 

each of the programme’s eight subject groups each year. (As before, students may study a second 

Language A course rather than a course in Language B.) 

MYP years 4 and 5 

The MYP’s holistic model of education promotes the concurrent study of at least one subject or discipline 

from each of the programme’s eight subject groups in every year of the programme. Whenever possible, 

schools should provide all students opportunities to engage in the study of eight subject groups in MYP 

years 4 and 5. 

If the school and students are better served by students in years 4 and 5 studying fewer than eight subject 

groups, schools may choose to offer the Subject group flexibility provided the following conditions are met: 

Schools must offer and students must choose one subject or discipline from at least six subject groups, 

which must include: 

• Language A 

• Language B (or a second Language A) 

• Humanities 

• Sciences 

• Mathematics 

• one additional subject group (Arts, Technology, or Physical education). 

Schools must continue to meet programme requirements for a schedule/timetable that promotes concurrency 

of learning, developing a balanced curriculum each year in which the required subjects are studied 

simultaneously. (In all cases, at least six subject groups must be studied concurrently.) 

MYP students should receive guidance concerning their course selection in years 4 and 5 so that they are 

well-prepared for further study, including the IB Diploma Programme and the IB Career Related Certificate. 


